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T Bufilee were reviewed concerning captioned individual . 

\i&rennan*born 4/25/06: attended University of Pennsylvania an 
graSuaf ed Earvardwlt h LL.B. degree . Married ; three children. 

Admitted to Mew Jersey Bar 1931 and practiced from that time 
until 1949 in TTewafU 'with firm Pitney , Eardin, Ward, and Brennan. 
Appointed Superior Court Judge 1949 ; became Appellate Division 
Judge 1950 and Supreme Court Justice of State of Mew Jersey since 
1952. Served U. S. Army as colonel during World War II. (Who s 
Who in America - 1956-57) 

B ( We have never investigated Judge Brennan and our files 

reflect no derogatory information concerning him. Of interest is 
fact he was invited by the Attorney General to serve as Chairman 
1 of the Third Session of the Mational Conference on Congestion in 
the Courts and Other Causes -of Delays in Litigation held on 5/21 d 
22, 1956, in the Department of Justice. The stated purpose, accord- 
ing to the Attorney General* s program, of this conference was to 
discuss means that have been successfully employed in various 
jurisdictions to cut down delays and congestion by use of pre-trial 
practice and other procedural devices « Our files contain a written * 
address by Judge Brennan prepared for delivery before this conference. 
In substance, it deals with the court structure and neons wher ebv 
congestion and delay in the courts can be eliminated. ( 94-49529-3} . ; 
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K toibIw£5a u mywiB TO hwuk y hcysmttB^ 

tkemtSBiI . ..'T 

VoNSIBEBS JUSTICE BEENNAN AN MTSTANBINC J 1 



mn cr^pI» foN IS ABOVE KMOACH . JUSTICE BEENNAN IS CONSIBEBEB 
SEEY STBICT ON LECAL 1 HATTEBS IN HIS COURT , ALTHOUCHEXTBEHELY 
EFFICIENT AN, FAIB H 1 NDEB. IN LAY CIBCLES EE IS CONSIBEBEB 
AN ARDENT CATHOLIC, 




■ r- 




bn<L>. 



HAS KNOWN* JUSTICE BRENNAN* 

YEARS, HE RECALLED JUSTICE BRE^NA* 

HAS APPO INTEB TO THE NJ SUPEBIOB COUNT IN NINETEEN FOBTYNISE 

AND la 'Tee to the appellate eiyision in nineteen fifty AN, . 

THEN IN NINETEEN TIFTY TNO TO HIS^PEESENT POSITION OF 1 ^* 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPEEHE COUET . ACCOBBINC T ° 0 | 

THE JUSTICE H/TS EXHIBITED OUTSTANBINC JUBIC 1 AL ABILITY 

EN^iwjpLL AS 

teUSTUOETHY, HIS LECAL OPINIONS ABE EBl^ y 

seseaech 

id-mp pAcfONE 18B ^kectv^Jk .\W 
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AS EXCELLENT ANA COULD 
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©ULD FURNISH NOTHING OF A DEROGATOfY JNATWRE, 7 ~£t:'?C : ' 

:. • *-#j§^?r 

. .. •;> 5 •■ -.p$, ' ; 

"HOWEVER, IE KNOWS LITTLE ‘OF IIS SOCIAL LIFE AND PERSONAL BACKGROUND,; 

WILE ASSOCIATES WITH THE FISH OF PITNEY, HARBIN, "WARD 'AND 
BRENNAN, THE JUSTICE SPECIALIZES PI INC I PALLY IN CORPORATE AND 
LABO R RELATIONS MATTERS, m^^RECALLEB THAT JUSTICE 
BRENNAN- S FATHER WAS A FORMER COMMISSIONER IN THE CITY OF 

NEWARK ANB IN CHARGE OF THE SEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY* HE 

«. -» • * 

HAS INTERESTED IN LABOR MOVEMENTS ANB AT ONE TIME WAS REPRESENTATIVE 

— — ■■ 1 1 1 

CF A UNION AF FILIATED WITH THE BUILDING TRADES' INBUSTRY, 

WILLIAM BRENNAN, SR, WAS DESCRIBED AS A LABO R LEADER OF THE. 

QUOTE OLD SCHOOL UNQUOTE WHO BELIEVED THAT LABOR- S PROBLEMS SHOULD 
BE WORKED OUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE EMPLOYEE AS WELL AS THE 
EMPLOYER, CONSIDERED THAT HE UOULB BE SHOCKED b 

IF BECAUSE OF JUSTICE BRENNAN-S BACKGROUND HE INDICATED ANY 
STRONG PREJUDICES IN HIS JUDICIAL THINKING, JUSTICE BRENNAN. 

% 

IS NOT KNOWN TO BE ENGAGED ACTIVELY IN POLITICAL AFFAIRS, 

ALTHOUGH BELIEVED TO BE A DEMOCRAT, HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE 

, v >4 *.&*■ y- 

BENCH WAS MADE BY GOVERNOR ALFRED DRISCOLL, REPUBLICAN, t 
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THAT JUSTICE BRENNAN IS A PRACTICAL CATHOLIC, ALTHOUGH NOT^ 
CONSIDERED A CHURCH TAY LEADER. -HE ADVISED JUSTICE BRENNAN 




JiAS NOT vSHOWN ANY 4NTEREST JN POLITICAL BATTERS AND, BAS . BEEN 
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IND PAGE TWO 
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POINTED OUT THAT JUSTICE MEN NAN- S FATHER HAS ACTIVE AS A POLITICAL^* 
LEADER AND FORMER DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY IN THE LATE 
NINETEEN TWENTIES. HE CONSIDERED BRENNAN, SR. A MAN OFHICH 
INTEGRITY ALTHOUGH HE CAME UNDER ATTACK BY HIS POLITICAL ADVERSARIES 
DURING HIS TENURE OF OFFICE, THE ATTACK STEMMED FROM ALLEGED j ( 


CRAFT AND CORRUPTION IN THE NEWARK POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE 
BRENNAN, SR. WAS DIRECTOR. ALTHOUGH AN INQUIRY WAS CONDUCTED . 

BY THE PROSECUTOR OF ESSEX COUNTY, NJ, NO PRESENTMENTS OR 
INDICTMENTS WERE HANDED UP. DURING WORLD WAR TWO BRENNAN, JR. 

CEASED PRIVATE PRACTICE WITH THE FIRM OF PITNEY, HARDIN AND ' T 

WARD TO ENTER THE ARMED SERVICES , HE mTsrHOCEP AS A 
COLONEL, WHILE IN THE ARMY BRENNAN RECEIVED EXTENSIVE 
EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF LABOR RELATIONS AND NEGOTIATION 
CF CONTRACTS. CONSIDERED JUSTICE BRENNAN UNUSUALLY b'fG* ? 
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FACE FOUR 

ATTORNEY ANB IN AF1IL NINETEEN .THIRTYFIVE AS * COUNSELLOR* AT 
LAV, IN PRIVATE PRACTICE BIENNAN WAS tNGAGED PRINCIPALLY 


IN C0RF01ATE VORK ANB IN LABOR DELATIONS REPRESENTING EMPLOYERS , 
HE IS CONSIBEREB A V ERY COMPETENT JBRIS T—HASA REFUTATION 
IN THE COMMUNITY FOR INTEGRITY ANB HONESTY . HIS LEGAL 
OPINIONS ARE SOUNB AND WELL REASONED. ^^^J^^CONCLHDED 
THAT JUSTICE BRENNAN VAS APFO INTER TO THE SOPREME COURT BY 
GOVERNOR ALFREB BRISCOLL VITH THE APPROVAL OF CHIEF JUSTICE 
ARTHUR T, VANBERBILT, IT IS RUMORED, ACCORDING TO 
THAT UPON THE RETIREMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE VANBERBILT, JUSTICE 
BRENNAN WOULB BE HIS CHOICE AS SUCCESSOR IN THE EVENT A 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNOR VAS THEN INCUMBENT, JUSTICE BRENNAN 
IS NOTED FOR BEING AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT INDIVIDUAL AND 
INDUSTRIOUS, 
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HAS KNOWN JUSTICE BRENNAN FOR APPROXIMATELY 
fcARS AS A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND AND ASSOCIATE IN JUDICIARY 
CIRCLES, BRENNAN AS A JURIST OF THE HIGHEST 

ABILITY WHOSE ^INTEGRITY JS .WIIOTEACHABLE^NB^^WDSE^^Cl^y^^p 
^BUTY IS BEST ILLUSTRATED RY HIS PERSONAL SACRIFICE JW OELIN. ^^ 
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^QDISHING HIS LAW PRAC TICE TO ACCEPT 




#5COURT^ ACCORDING TO 



BRENNAN* S PRACTICE M AD -APPROXI MATED 



afes*; AN ,1 NCOME *OF -sFPRT¥^0„JFIF TY ; . IIIOUSAro^OLL^S^INWALy 
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r wcUon.“They described him m 9 ! ^ Bl lll 1 ^ ^ ^ 
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lirw^^r- 
“ Abe «gd 


1 to the high court. 
*/J»i the person who knows ti£ 
/ best— hU wife, of 39 years— he Is 
/a man who enjoy* and fla 
pasted by his work So the 
illusion of hobbles, a man 
, delightful lease of humor 
; to She law. 

• c Wif e bm 1 
Mrs. BreSman 1 

huraiad ran through 
field of conjecture when he 
mailed herefrom his office Friday 
wto aay he would he taking the 
bleeper to Washington. He 
vaged to get to i 
till her the news y es t e rday 
: fore It was annouheed So the 
! press. ; ‘ : - 

** Hnaware of what was |a store 
fbr than, the Brennans IuuMd- 
, vited eight guests to dinner l*$t 
"wight at their home In Bunwwn, 
rX J. ^My poor underfed guests," 
5 munnured . Mrs. Brennan in a 
Jlurry^ of answering telephone 
tails and greeting the press. 

She said she and her 
had not even discussed yet the 
question of moving to Washtog- 
* ton. Bbe recalled that the fam- 
ily 'had lived In Chevy Chase, 
Md., while Justice Brennan 
stationed here during the 
and "the two Brennan boys at- 
tended Chevy Chase Elementary 

rrWben he is hot raiding brief* 
4«ift«'.;jaw hooks at ^ 



Mae 

iitwJOTey’msJdcni 
wrhTVr" BrittMtw* 
^W*r ( Il>w 


• In recent yean. _ 

voted moto of his ttas.fa .t|fe aav 
fight against delays tnthead- - 
ministration of justice. Be ad- 
drerned the AttomeyjOTOCgal^ wU^tvm ^ 


waadhief af 
Fer^nnfi Dtvlste 



Conference oh Court 


nixffidest tfeat 


and Oriay In Utigatlpn here last abUdis and deep 


lighflgt principles 


May as chairman of the Com- 
mlttee oc Pretrial and 
dar Xkw trol trf the Bew.^craeyLeo^awf 
Supreme Court. • . v ” 

Bm -J* the second member of 
the same law firm to go to the 


Supreme Court. The fievark fellow amreas In' Hew 


firm— Pitney, Hardin, Ward, and 


Brennan before Justice Brennan urf Godspeed? 


tWrennan said, he likes to read 
■ history. He plays some golf and 
hu become quite a flihrman 
wely. The Brennans mint -one 
week away Iran home on vaca- 
i trip toCan- 


went on the beneb-^ta an.sqrlier 
day .had as a partner. Mahlon 
Pitney, who served to the Su- 
preme Court from 1913 to 1922. 

As tar as' some of his -col- 
leagues tan recall, he is the first 
State court' justice to jo to the 
Supreme Court wince Justice 
Cardflko. ->* ; T; , : 

.yiifcMaaamdia 
He was described as closest In 
legal ^background and judicial 
attitudes to Justice Harlan than 
to any of the bther members of 
i the high court. ^V: ~ - _ ' 
One prominent ^jurbt rated 
him more conservative than 4 
usttce Warren and As-' 
aoclate Justices Donbas fffll 
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at fsor'f 



ami 
four? wrest 
boor t9 the; 
American 
the 
i.to 

he ’same exemplary way that you 
mve^served the p edp l e of Hew 
Jersey. I mas swe^that |H our 
- jobs 
hick 


with me In phhlng mm 



Mends recalled that 
B ennan’s g et!” was * 
Ederta-tht W*a* „ 
b s father beeame ^te^ar j 
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-year-old 
who is a 
Cttholic, r 
impending vacancy 
‘ ~ JStpfes JBu-i 


TUe White Souse announced 
Brennan,' bow van Associ- 
ate jJustJce of the New Jersey 
Pt»te Supreme Court, would be 
appointed teethe NfUan’s Mgh- 
tat tribunal on Oct id to suc- 
ceed Justice Sherman Minton 
who is retiring because of 2aU-j 
fef health. -v 'rj.T^,. jc: 

be appointment win leave 
nourt.udth tis Democrats 
thine ^pnblicansr;- . ~ ’ 
jtoehnah told newsmen after 
visit with Mr. Elsenhower vee- 

ht had oo in Wing 

' J er consideration 
~ -e-telephone 




< 5 > 









„ r «w_ 

» farm* r 

Snate. 

•‘Brennan/* 

sotted ML , 

larwelyunknow* dotte JUMP 
gmi sg.il 

Kb9fi$2SdS S»8!S3 Sb 

v&bs is i. mst 

rior Court Jadge.; 
to Jfew tone/* )flgft>elltte 
Co*rt iKrlikm £a W and Jo 
the -State Supra* 

M62.' - ^ 

Chief . Justice 

Associate Justice Jeon bar- 

Bhail vS# . 

L OHe efaeto"Breraaif l B ftlee- 
Uon was provided by White 
boose bows s e cre t ar y Junes 
L *Ugerty. gWef 

ostice ^rthhr T. ^snaSut 
t the 'Nefr Jersey ifcpftme 
SourtgaVe Brennan ''the J|gh- 
et of recommendations.^; — 
i JOdge VapdertoHt Jg pob of 
be Nation*! most respected 
ktrlsts and endoubteCQy ercrald 
lave been a leading prospect 
lor the vacancy biznsdf were 
fee not already nearing retire- 
aent age. Judge Vanderbilt 
oil.*. ••••••;•'.' v - * 

t Brennan will be the young- 
mt member of the beorffcy a 
■axginof 
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aiev^a yfcarse ti w Jersey’s 
<6qperto Court end Supreme. 

. vSten Wyeor-sago tn'Newirkj 
-he If the ion o< the isteTWH- 
. 11am I. Brennan Sr, who came 
tore Crops Ireland in U00 <0 
' become * - widely respected 
labor anion leader end • mem- 
ber of Newark’s City Commis- 
sion. "Hls joiotber, ate former 
Agnes ^JdcDeanott, wu 
County " -Roscommon girl who 
not' here about the turn of 
(he century, «nd -met And mar- 
iNed William Sr. * , I 

KThe mother, stow .tB, mas 
Bved tb oee faer~ton odsleve 
one of (he Nation’s highest; 
flfohora. -£be lives gn ~Sast 
©range. • ■ s ; 

'of * ^jhdd»^-^ ;• 

■When the Justice’s birents 
net, bis father was a stationary 
er. william Jr„,ora*-4be 
ofelght efcfldmm.; n 
-In 'fils .-teens, -young Bffl 
" milk ; Mo bad e 
„ change -for -AOtiey 
In .bis twenties lie ' was 
1- groin Rirntd law 

nd Joined - A _ 

lewark law 'firm. - In the 
ies be traveled around the 

Z&&EZ SK 

u JM • ‘ - ‘ 

'? The United States Bnpteme 
Uourt Justice-d esignate * Jives 

i.Cburim.okNgtivtty'In Vair: 
thefintOOmUc 
.on 
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„ Justice g rtnhMnr- 

%t£yz_ 

"••* •' toi&ttier; 

. '*&'■***, 
ntiQdn ? x 'WIflJmm “ 

fcedtid ifeutehebtlrith' 

. «id -ijgpaduate of 
i.'Xfgfc JjttmJtnl Bren- 
ls' married and lives 
Bank, Their daughter 
. . ■' 

fe’Jtfejong 'Democrat, JUs-’ 
Brennan is generally re- 
Jed as * moderate liberal, 
has a record #® the todicl- 
at defending eWB rights. 
XvTfew Jersey’s nigh court has 
tang been admired as among 
-■ the bat to the Hatton. It has 
*- sfi a eemaAahle Jeeord, 
Chief jnstiee Amur T. 
^rbilt, clearing np Court 
_idars and virtually ending 
«_ law’s delays: .,av - , 

jn this jtoxfc Sntanan has 
' n » feeding part. He was 
ied byi'VanderWlt to bead 
ie Supreme' Court's 'Commit- 
on Calendar Control and 
-Mai Conference Prece- 
_ In that capacity he played 
vital role to .-carrying but the 
art reforms. At One point, 
told Severs he Bldnt.thlnk 
luitTware .being erlti- 
„ Sufficiently, -and urged 
, bar to voice “free and nut- 
jkeh constructive criticism.” 
’®e baa > consistent record 
defending the rights *t dti- 
though there frasbeen no 
itiontol .«t controversial 
before, the New.Tnnisp Eu- 
stoee J* Jptoedlt 

v ' ~ 

■J-Sfej*- --,i • 



ander Chte 
Vanderbilt, 


Chtdtabte 

y*t”as to. the -contemporary 
AmeriaazL*toii* irtifefean *e- 
minacent .^of *ahan -hUeh 
hunts.’! Benonhning en man u- 
_ atom, be emphasised that f%e 
need 'not^wto,^ tbkt^pe -can 
pres e rve mdr "Hatton* without 
tbb 'sacrifice -*f -<tany 'of / the 
guarantees of Justice ami fair 
>lay end simple bagwriktadty 
rhtoh have made A whatsis* 
Eight months toter, at a Hew 
Jersey aweting of . lawyers and 
accountants, he 'said that what - 1 
ever the eutcomedf the Senate ; . 
motkm to censure "McCarthy— k 
then peoding-rtheoe Is lesson ^ 
tor .“pure toy sd»d relief tfaat-- 
our collective conscience has 
slekenfcd of - excesses and Is de- 
manding adoption af perma- 
nent and Jading refonns to 
curb abuses of the ' 
tive pqwer 



r . . n — h. 
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heeiato^p twetaer^ 7 


Backed Rftfc Ami 

' He defended the ^TOSh 
Amendment «g m derirabto and r 

rdt'A~ 


_ the C ons tttg -f 

don. .Acknowledging that steel 
of the Amendment more often ’ 
than mot is. resorted to by the 
guilty, 4>e nev erth eless .. cm-; 
pbasuedtoe importance «f the 
iroteetion' -against adf-ihcrlm- 

I idcttac hide to Ifjifni 

3hsrU. tMte ddelwN 
' .-♦Abuse Af Individual Hjhts 
g W^atoOsgy ^m dr ess ^ 

h r dto tprt ed^Sv toi n dT-v dlat 

ha helpless victim? - 

t "There are hopeful signs Cast 


the -Afmyb y « ehi>gt on ,yn 
an expert In lafito Jaw. Jtojmae 
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coiuideratibn fa t hiftte tMa oxpfai- 

ft. JfiresidKrt kfaeakowtttoU^jw^^i^KTBnce 
that be to «annta£ ti* ittonfa cf the 
^Jo^lntop state ^6arfa *« ^ » #ht« & ti* j 
y^fleha hepch. Thfaacteeniag pot ledge Brennan | 
in * very ftnaable^^tioS. A ^nduirte of HMrvtrd 
far ft'****, he made a1>rflliafct record fai ttepnc- 
Ttf Jawln J^ewedLSace 1949 be haihad expari- 
Uj Hi three branches of the New Jersey *©0**. 

. m.4 itrtfl Jadge, then to the appellate dtviion 
„ on the Tiew Jersey Supreme Court lncldenlal- 
hf jrgii twice appointed -tothe gate bench by a . 
Stea'Gerer^M 1 , Alfred JL Drfaroll, WBhmfa 
a for hfa political affiliation. V; :y. ; 4,i . 

uine ether factor that weighed heavily in lodge 
oafs i am Wat hfa ag* At" SQ, he has the^roa- 
<tf at least 20 yean of service oh the Supreme 
£ Thw gate Km a notable adTantagehrer eari- . 
■ other .distinguished judges who -afire better j 
— ihwn than he-^««chhwn as aiMJadge JohhJ. | 
f%ikefdf*he United States fast /od. Appeals, 
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* -On the whale, this jortheomlM>e«ss appoint 
IjBmtnaerys hjgfr « oa m en dsB onj^^agdtoa- 
□lower Jui taken sBriously wfa « 

rcokbihg the ^Nittonfor ^tdfedal’ wedt; *tai <» 

(Swreine Ceort 'feeahgy ^he nunlntfUtf £ 

Ibige Brennan fa a line example of *h* f^eat traU- gp «nC£ 
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apt* that pfakf Justice Vanderijflt 

-MM Wifr ' 

v^An important ancfllatyfact 
(btarestin speeding upthieften 


Salt And FtanHin Bqoeeveltsd vanctt to the 
Justiceship -fadfeaa ji the opposing jsalitical 
w "who were already on the Soprani Bench. 

m phaaii on Judge JBranftnV religion Xtems' _ _ 

...etyfrom the fact thabhe will be the first Justice? jfcn of congestion in ibefleurts.it 

theCatholic faith' since the death of Frani Mur-^ noticed. Though be %1H apt be ^tasefy oasptaymd 
talMfc, Actually, however, both these facts | irfth lower chart congestion xt f 

it Judge Brennan’s background are incidental f SiqsfBii Bench, hirinflueuce «b 1Q» edgsjgtrvffl 
major consideration Is that he hi an espen* t JdebbtleM be fait tn jojichi firfltf f.Xvftyi * 
-Jd Jhdgewith anexcellent reecrt..^? rv . 4 poTthe' tab*. 

ftldfnt Eisenhower told bis -press 'inference - bout merits commehdation. jPnildeni'Sisen* 

^ntt week that he was scanning the records of the f Soiree has taken driotufr bis *mpouslbllityof 
lodges ]p top state -conrts as well as those on the ? the Nation for , Judicial talent 

federal bench. This serening put Judge Brennan t jjjjj ij b^m Court wacancy jicmt^Tht -».w»ing 
sis very favorable position. 4 . graduate -of Harvard ; Midge Brennan is aDne example ef&e greet tra 
Lpw School, ha made a brilliant record In theprac* m m mS jutombut jpUdiiy 

of law in "Newark. Since 1949 he has had expert- u— ■ * . 

i tn all three branches of the New Jersey courts, 
i t trial judge, then In the appellate division 
the New Jersey Supreme Court Incidental^ 

eh by 1 1 
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twice appointed to the state bench _ 
Governor, Alfred E. Driscoll, without j 
his political affiliation. 
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j*eeent»*ws cenfi 
%■» Jurist of 
^gfence ;* iot «frtandlag 

lty**';-stofl ?»Uhfting -among . 
lcaCr,tt« President »ld,"We 
ffwm appoint h am wbo doubt hive 
Mb -rOopgpl U un «t (be AmerleaiiBar ^d jHtrty 
■Assoclateon, -of «D his ffilows/Be most /States is that the 
:>W;a mail -of unimpeachable character 
-*nd accomplishment.** •' > 

•3-Justlce Brennan fills -these cprahflca- 
>tltms admirably. Be is fifty, seren yean 
jieonger than any sitting Justice. * Bis 
standing in a way particular Is excellent. 

£e has made a good mean! in Mew Jersey 
-and is highly recommended by Chief 
- Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt of -that 
state. The President, having had the 
f field canvassed and taking expert coim- 

e ot bench and bar, has dearly found 
* mail he believes to be best qualified. 

Since the Supreme Court already eon- 
_ ts of six Democrats and thiree t Re- 
i'publicans, these had been considerable 


to^ rated 
■debts 

from within tts own nn^those best 
.qualified for op^potnttn office; ( 
adds jnfiy in particular cases,' In 
-the opposition can mpply a better man. 
The President has been careful to. point 
fcut the broad standards he proposed to 
■use to filling the Supreme Court vacancy; 
It would be well -il h* would, now that 
the appointment, has been made, ex- 
plain that ‘it is la keeping with his 
responsibilities as head of thejpabty -at 
-well as President of the United State] 
that it was made With full nadecttanq 
tog of party eeeda «a well as of 
overriding demans -of -the 
Interest. 

I. 1 - ' V ir._- 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


-Mr. Hi 



>DAxp< October 8, 1856 



G> 


WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR. 
NOMINEE AS ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 
OF THE SUPREME COURT ^ ^ 


f 


Upon the recent nomination by the President of 
captioned individual to succeed Honorable Sherman Minton as an 
Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, a review of Bufiles 
made to determine the extent of past contact with him. 

The only information located concerning Brennan is a 
copy of an address delivered by him before the National Conference on 
Congestion in the Courts in the Great Hall of the Department of Justice 
on May 22, 1956. Brennan was at that time Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey. (94-49529-3) There has been no 
correspondence with him. 




Brennan's father, who is now deceased, was formerly 
Director of Pyblic Safety in Newark, New Jersey. There had likewise 
been no contact between the Director and him. 
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I 'WAV PCtlTO cmi KUUU5U ™ - 

ftankfurtert clftssas which prepared A l ger flias *«pd 
ptfcers like him for (heir career*.^/ ^-r> > 

r^>ftanUurter Is the only nominee #bo errej needed 
id. mouthpiece during hearings. bn : his wa e ss. pean 
jAf*y>pgftr> appeared at his elbow. In that jjummy lan- 

I ^oage which is his own patois ‘Frankfurter seemed to' 
aay that his remarks were not testimony, but, in the 
same paragraph, added that he was only the aecond 
nominee in history to testify for hlms elL fie was not 
sworn* .’■• ■ ** ’ -v - -•• M. 

- His confirmation was a foregone political condu- 
ction be went cn to a clandestine p oli ti cal career 
concurrent with his Judicial work. His testimony for 
t w<«« in the first trial was revealing. He had Inducted 
j both Alger and Donald Hiss and many other proteges as 
had as Alger Into the government web. His alumni in- . 
■eluded flagrant Communists. Alger. begged the House 
(Committee on Un-American Activities not to make 
f»>im squeal on Frankfurter, hot Congressman Dick 
Stem insisted. w<«« then namqd Frankfurter. This 
•logged insistence and Nixon’s disclosu re of m a ny 
other spies was the sole reason for the conspiracy to 
, flump Nixon off the Republican ticket a few weeks ago. 

^invasions .Proved Veriag . . X .; •• I 

ri . Frankfurter's evasions so vexed the late'Senato| 

■ Fat McCarran {hat when Frankfurter finally said ht 
“most assuredly” did believe in the Constitution.. Mc- 
Carran exclaimed, “I -am glad to get that positive an- 
-«wer from you." 

• .HeCarran had khovn him a roster d Che Civil lib- 
erties Union in which his name appeared with that 
of William Z. Foster, a Communist candidate for Presi- 
dent, and asked, “Did you notice that you were on that 
committeewith Mr. Foster?” • - 

j- Frankfurter replied: “I believe Mr. Foster was, 
iat one time, a member Of that committee. I do not 
«know whether he is at this time or not".. 5 

He also referred, in his name-dropping way, to , 
his distinguished friend, Henry L. B timson . A few years 
later. Harold Xckes, in one of his pot-boilers tet the 
• -Saturday Evening Post, disclosed that Felix 'planted , 
f - B timson in **»* lob of -Secretary of War. Politics to- ■ 
ieame-a major waneem of the 
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; • The Inspection .of Hemjr Mortahthah Vaaairive 
qgiaries by the KastlandCommltteeturzistipTrerikrar- 
ter’s name scores of times. He was poking Ms snoot Into 
every thing all the time. .One phone conversation Is 
reported in Which Felix claimed “credit"- forthe ap- 
-pcintment of John -Q. WlnahtVo the Tcndon e a^bassy . 
tfWinant became the instrument-far 

Truman Administration Uf the 
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the oae wtooJhvlSedAh^ 

Vir. lft t atmo of > -nfadnc * eoaft o 
i ipenttuiu ^wrted that Fr&nlcfnrtpr b oa s t e d. tbathc 
’r-belped dictate the appointment*# %*n4;g*JtIflari>io 
V'toeBritLsh Ambassador toWaaMngton. • Again, Bttason 
intimated that Frankfurter was the Intermediaty-to 
-' Sidney IBflman, who' Is historically -credited With to- 

‘ tUdUag^he Truman presidency on tbecount 
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itotsat- 


cfieyDem- 

j rynded at a moderate 

fiber*! an Civil Bights matters, 
was given an interim appoint- 
ment ta the High Conrt by 
PretidentEitenhower Uit Sep- 
tember. The nomination mutt 
be confirmed bjr the Senate 
after Congress convenes Jn 
January. 


Senate aides said fhat taeai^ cesses” of congressional 
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aM other 
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Segregation _ 

intrastate public 
tkm. ^ 

Brennan 

on New Jersey** — 

Court and Supreme Court, 
where be won a reputation as 
a defender of eWI liberties. 

Some Senators may feel 
cool toward him for bis public 
.statements against what 
i termed “abuses” -and 


ings on /the Brennan appoint-] tigationa. 
ment by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee were unlikely to begin 
carUer tban February after 
the work of Organizing the ^ 

Is completed. . f 

-on A higbcsmking: 

member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, told a newsman: 

•As * member of the Com- 
mittee, I would like to look in- 
to Mr. Brennan’s background 
and check on some of his be- 
liefs and disbeliefs with a fine- 
tooth comb Before taking a 
I s tand on his nomination/* 

Fought Sobeloff Nomination 

‘The Senator took an active 
art in the light against con- 
iM rinatton of former Solicitor 
General Simon Sobeloff for a 
[Federal Judgeship earlier this 
year. * ;■ . ' 

Opposing Sobeloff chiefly for 
his pro4ntegration Tiew s, 

Johnson and other Southern 
Democrats led to > Jhdieiaxy 
Chairman games O. Eastland 
(Misa.), fought a delaying ac- 
tion which held an approval of 
the nominee untfl lata In'fhe 
wwtinTi - ’ '• ‘ r- ‘ ‘f 

Sen. A.- Wfllta' •Eobertaon 

a any .flffleittaer A 
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the way oTBrehnan’l coatana- 

itton. • • - ." -V' 

smutting nimttii, goo* 

Mid: ^AU tbe p riv ate 

re po r ts 1 hart had on Justice 
Brennan stroked to have been 
favorable." 7 ! - 

“Eastland has at #*r tnaln- 
jtibllc rifflta an tht 

We4ongI>emo- 
crat : and Catholic, was sw o rn 
to as an associate Justice Oct 
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it., ms m Supremi — -- 
; Senator Case made bis com* 
ment m m statement yesterday 
•Iter Senator OUn D. Johnston, 
Democrat of South Carolina, bad 
s|id he believed the 'Brennan 
nominaUop^ahoi^l,^ sj^tjnlsejl 

{But Seinator Johpitanpinjsha- 
sped to a reporter be bad noth* 

Jyfrr jgflp T t ytoMThaa Mftri 

only meant that be felt all selec- 
tions to the high court should be 
given a close look. ; 

Uustlee Brennan, a ‘Democrat, 
and former member of the Mew 
jersey Supreme Court, was nom- 
inated to the top tfeited States 
court by President EUenhower in 
Septembot •' 'Hfe a ppo in tment 
must be' sent .to- the Senate tor 
confirmation In- January*- »- 
-Justice Brennan came to 
Washington with a reputation 
at a liberal In divll rights eases. 
Hi Joined the might cither Jus-. 
Uses last week In a unanimous 
decision outlawing segregation 
on local public -transportation 
systems. 

.Senator Johnston serves on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
which passes on Federal Judge* 
•hip nominations,. During the 
list sMstnn he led iq unsuccess 
tul fight to prevent flonfimuttion 
otBolldtpr General Btau m Sobe- 
W u a member id the Toauth 
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4Be nffll nbjectifSenator jktipisUm of x Sonth 
Ini Sthployi lain *toetooth eon*" with rigor 
id good Judgment In mramlnfagtoe record of 
[Supreme Court Justice William jfgf&nnan Jr. T he 
ite, especially IBf J llfllCUUy 'Tfmi mlttee, Taps an 
jw^ pp lo ynifai ^ mr tjAn tint Justice JJrennan it 
imw of jB^tei^minded- 

s. hearings for toil 'purpose are in order in 
case si any appointment to toe Su pr eme Court, 
ator Johnston’s announcement has an ominous 
g only i*”"" et toe widespread euspidon that 
to. use ajnuckrake instead of his fine- 
jth cp fj) ? , wV. .-. *: .. W\: ' , r \ .. • : L 
Jtpn gtnr gbhnstoff and isbmeof -his colleagues 
bought the nomination of Judge Simon SobeloS to 
l^fae Circutt Court of Appeals for a year because he 
dns unsympathetic towardracial segregation. In 
atheir eyes, acceptance to the Supreme Court’s deci- 
y«it - agaihst segregation, 'seen though they be 
Unanimous, aee my to disqualify a new appointee 
for service on theben£h..,I)espite the fact that he 
vill Peed senatorial confirmation after Congress 
meets In January, Justice Brennan courageously 
domed to the Court’s ruling against segregation to 
=fo«> Montgomery (Ala.) bus case last week. It is 
especially significant that Senator -Johnston began 
ifaiiring ajmut his fine-tooth cep* after this ruling 

u handed down. r 

The nndesirabBity of senatorial^ sniping ft a 
Court Justice serving -a 'recess Appoint- 
must -be obvious to -everyone. JWe do not 
flhjnt that Justice ‘Brennan lrfU l>e awaye<J from 
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Vinterrowd — 
Tele. Room . 
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i raked ty theaegregattaalsts.* ^But to the 
*t of recent histoiy the warning its^f few form 
pressure that should *ot he< falt>hya» Judge, 
i Senate can Tehevcthispreisure wpy,py fairly 
Brennan* record sad promptly 
After' toe new 
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Brennan WilL 
lie Opposed 
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by McCarthy 

Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy <R-W1*> 
said today he will oppose FjwMw? 


I 





Eisenhipyr’s nomination t 
J ft^pif ^grfnnan to be a 
Court justice. J 

Sen.' McCarthy 
acknowledged that 
Mr. Brennan ap~ j 
peart to "have the 
votes” to win con- 
firmation by the 
Senate. But he 
said he would be 
“derelict” in his ] 
duty if he failed to 
2all the Senate's 
attention to! 
speeches in which, Rrimlull 

hVwdd. Mr. Bren- * nstto f 
nan criticized Congressional com- 
mittees exposing communists. 

•While he snakes fine speeches 
against communism,” * Mr^^McCarthy 
said, "he has been waging a guenUa 
war against committees that pick 
up Individual communists by the 
scruff of the neck and expose them. 

* Senl McCarthy said Mr. Brennan 
had used his former position as a 
New Jersey Supreme Court Justice 
0 “sounding board to label the 
work of communist investigating 
committees as “witch hunts.” - 

Mr. Brennan, at Democrat, has 
been serving on the U. S. court 
since last fall under a recess ap* 

. . _ pointment made by Mr. Esenhoww. 
His nomination was officially re- 
ceived by the Senate yesterday. 

Mr. Brennan Is the first CathoUc 
to <#etve on the high coort itaaj 
justice Frank Murphy who died In 
Ben. McCarthy atop l i ft Catho- 
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TO i The Director 

non i J. P. Mohr 

epbjbct : The Congressional Record 
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The 


J- 

; '<* 


received the fallowing executive nominations: TUim 

Jr^ of New Jersey, to be an Associate Justice 

Supreme Court. J. Lee Rankin, of Nebraska., to be Solicitor G e es ra x* r 
Dorothy McCullough Lee, of Oregon, to be a member of the Subversive ! i 
Activities Control Board* Eva Kelly Bowring, of Nebraska, to be a | ; 
p>t»hsi» of the Board of Parole* 1L Hepburn Many, of l^cdsiana, Lv 
Albert M. Morgan, of West Virginia, and Chester A. Weidenburra, j ^ 
of New Jersey, to be United States Attorneys. i;> 
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was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director'.' Atenfion./This form has been wared in ? 

portions of a copy of the original memorandum may beclipped, »ountoA - 
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TO FIGHT BRENNAN'S. 
COURT APPOINTMENT 

TON, Jan. IS.— SeculuB Smite Jorrapproval or Kj 


CION, 

McCarthy ff l-Wii) wd 
ill oppose Preside n t , Eis- 

nomination of William. _ 

to be a ffSTSjiliciary 
Justice, because, he 
id, Brennan criticized Goq| 
anal witchhunt committees. 

*WUe lie makes fine speeches 
tegainst communism," McCarthy 
*he has been waging a goer- 
c omm i tt ees that 


rick qp tafividual Comwiirti by 
be totf cf. the neck and 


tVm. 1 

McCarthy *aid 
iedlm tamer 


aotindinf boariT to 


Jbennan bad 
as a New 
irt Justice as a 
label the work 


elec- 
tion. ‘ - 

A •demand has been hy 

Sen. Ofcn D. Johnston (D-SC), a Ju- 
diciaiy c o mmitter auember, that 
Brennans gaa&cattaos be studied. 

Jfcmoog ether nominations sent 
to the Senate bylhe President yes- 
terday was that of Bijg. Cen. Ralph 
W. Zwidcer, lor ^promotion to the 
rank 'Of major general. McCarthy 
Ac general was 
^not fit So weirdie Ui.aoDy uni- 
for m," when Zwfdcer wturj to 
tell him who -ordered .an honorable 
diwdiam Jar ibnner *Army Maj. 
Irving Pferess, anAnny -dentist that 
McCarthy hod willed a 3fth 



mfttecs as ^wfalhunb? 

a Democrat, has bea n 
•erring an the U-S..coait cmo» Jact 
“ aaoer a net s* »;>pcrfntracnt by 
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■BuedNn by tbe Senate Judiciary 
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©atb: February 11, 1957 

Toiapo _ 
_ MlcboU^^ 

2n2S_: 


subjbct: .JUSTICE BRENNAN 


Mohr 

1 ^R araona / 


Tamm 




iAe 


Trotter _ 
Mease — _ 

— — 1 of the Deputy's office told me that Justice 

Brennan was going before the Judiciary Committee cm February 18, Holloman _ 

for a hearing an d that Rogers wanted to get everything together on * 

_Brennan. I told 4HH that we had done a very fast investigation prior to^ 
Brennan's appointment and that I was certain everything we had had been 
sent to the Department,; He stated he would check it. * . 
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SUPREME COURTMMH 
MIC BEST BENCH 
H MCCARTHY! 
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-M 1 SMT 6 
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ACA IHST gcmWISM^BUT^OvSMTrMC^^^CK^nCK^lllTlK 1 AI wf£ 

AHYOME HHO BARES DWl CjMHUHISTS. ME MAS CALLER THU IMVESTICA- ,. ]J gg 

• _ - - - — THE SPATE, 

VIE ARE SWE- ; «' 
E BEMIMISCEMT V # 

_ _ ^ ^ _ _ AMERICA COULD BE , 

m WM,m * w J " IICI *» -M 

mm MCCARTHY SAIB TOBAY t •|*BJLIEI TO IMOi MEAT BBEMHAM MAS IN HIIB* %v 
t*B LIKE HIM TO EIPUXH BIS DTREMELY HYPOCRITICAL ATTITUDE. ME SAYS 
; IS AC AIMS T COMMUNISM BUT MAS MS SB THE ISV JERSEY SUPREME COURT AS A 
ilVILECEB SANCTUARY PROM gMICH ME BACp CUERRILU BARFARE AGAINST THOSE 
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WILLIA M J. BRENNAN. JR. 

nominee As associate justice 

THE SUPREME COURT 

'^^No active investigation conducted by Bureau but at re quest 

AHAenao HAttArol ^ arrA*t Inmiinr tnadA he NA«Ark HH 






Talsoc. 

L*dd_ 

Nichols. 




Cle«. 


No active tnvesaganon conauciea ny xsureau cm Ht requesi ^ 

of Attorney General discreet inquiry made by Newark MBI 
Division September 1956, concerning Brennan. 410 derogatory a 
information developed and Attorney General so advised. n 
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Fflite on La 
(Senate H< 



f-^rbe : Senate ii 
Jntttee yesterday J 
Sfor « few days” 
aged public be; 
nomination as 
justice of 4SM 

s CharimarTTl r 

p*nd (D-Mias)«aid the postpone- 
ment was ordered to-aceomno- 
■ate a witness” -whom be de- 
clined to identify. Be said * 
aew date for the hearing baa 
toot been set 
■■ Sen. Josept 
t <B-Wls)-^B 3 r 




✓ 

* ♦ 

INDEXED- 3* 

•# 


I would oppose confirmation, of 

II Brtnnan, and might ask for an 
\ opportunity to testify' at the 

bearing «h the ‘nomination. 'A 
reporter’s efforts to' reach 
McCarthy for further comment 
were unavailing. 

.Brennan, SO years ofat iaihe 
youngest Supreme Court Just- 
ice, serving now under a recess 
appointment from 'President 
[Jilsenhower. He formerly 

nerved on the ,'New. " 

data Snprnaie bench. 
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WILLIAM JOSEPH BRE1&A&JR. 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
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Bre nnan never Investigated by Bureau but discreet 
inquiry by Newark Office as set forth their letter 
9-25-56, reflected Brennan’s reputation above reproach. 
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WnHmm 1. Bren nan , 

^ DM ITCBffili neOSft-an Us 
■ ^ mmJnatlan to the Supreme Cotjri 
& haft : fee 

rating power is "vital* *,particu- jpoeittefi 
u)f In i he fleldttf -dcnamunlsm 
' jtotioe Brennan rare ‘ 
pooMj Mien ijksd Jto^ 
i^aftfcy; Hepubhean 
i onrtn, ihe only Senator known 
1 o be opposing hit «nn!aaUon. 

f be kpprovod of oo ng rees ton al 
. nw ee ttg attone and texposure-of 
' he Oommuflisi conspiracy/' »; 

Justice .Brennan, 50. a New 
teeey Democrat, already t* Bit- 
ing on the Nation's highest Judl- 
1 ial tribunal under a reoess ap- 
pointment frota President Bieen- 
hower. 

He accepted an Invitation to 
a Senate Judiciary Committee 
hearing on his nomination, and 
aat at the committee table three 
places away from Senator Mc- 
Carthy. who is not a committee 
member. The small hearing 
room was crowded with specta- 
tors. 

Smith mad due tn leaver *•; 

The lint witnesses were New 
Jersey's two Republican 
a tors. H- Alexander Smith and 
Clifford Case. Both highly praised 
Justice Brennan, a former New 
Jersey Supreme Court : Justice, 

'Senator McCarthy, the next 
witness, read a brief statement 
saying he believed that Justice 
Brennan had "demonstrated an 
underlying hostility to -con- 

I gresslonal attempts to e x pose the 
Communist conspiracy/ 

T can only conclude,” he said, 
l •‘that his decisions on the 8u- 
e Court are likely to harm 
effo£U tp 

Senator tMdOMthy. 


Wfferamd play dead and [ 

TKwnln^lftn " _ ' I 

Wr 4’ rnlfhM m i mi S v " 


*& 

approve 

kwnV ftdt^CIaimed 
Senator McCarthy jjwld he 
woibffvote agfeyf$tatftei Bren- 
gajflnnitti^ nhisu the 
Jurlit ,*$e: abl^^raersuade me 
today that X mgShhpdMagto 
oMSf^we wlffi gwpect 
j to his views . 1 

Senator McCarthy said he had 
evidence that Justioe Brennan. 
In public speeches* had referred 
to wmgresawnal investigations of 
eoahiunlsm =»«a ^Balem .witch- 
hunts" -and "inquisitions” and 
had accused congressional in- 
vestigating committees of "bar 
barlsm 

The Senator mid that hr his 
opinion such vffews ^rfltect an 
utterly aupesfjcial^uaderstnading 


of the Communist threat to our 
liberties as well as an tmderly 
Ing contempt of the Congress of 
the United States. 
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fty, Justice 


Brennanl 

Agreed with the. Senator 
^communism is a conspiracy! 
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ananl 
r that! 

. _ piracy! 

I against the U. S." Sen. McJ 
iCarthy's questioning of^ the* 
Justice, whose nomination is 
l before the Senate, 

I his return after a long 
absence to nse^of a congi 
iional committee hearing 
forum for his fight aga‘ 

' or against those he 
i soft ■* toward 
(CP) 
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